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Abstract

This study examines a Sabaean inscription discovered in Wadi Al-Jawf.
which is of a construction/dedicatory and a legal nature at the same time. It serves
as a protection order, prohibiting the violation of land belonging to Yaqdum’il
son of Tawran, a resident of Nashshan and possibly Nashaq in Wad1 Al-Jawt by
the people of Khawlan and their vassals, who had previously damaged

Yaqdum’il's agricultural land by cutting down trees and destroying crops.

The dating of the inscription is based on a reference to the Sabaean king
Yada“’il Bayyin son of Yata“amar, known for his votive and architectural
inscriptions (most notably the inscription B-L Nashq?). Through a paleographical
analysis of the inscription's lettering style and consideration of other inscriptional

evidence, the inscription can be placed in the 5th century BC.

This inscription is noteworthy for introducing a new Sabaean term: the verb
(s‘w), meaning "to separate or scatter,". It also provides important data about the
meaning of the verb (nby) in Sabaean inscriptions and its related nouns (nbyn) and

(nbynn).

Furthermore, this inscription, along with others found in former Ma‘in
Kingdom cities within Wadi Al-Jawf, sheds light on the resettlement policy
implemented by the Sabaean kings. This policy involved relocating Sabaean
families from Ma’rib, Sirwah, Khawlan, and other regions to Ma‘in cities,
particularly Nashshan and Nashaq. The primary aim was to exert control over the
trade and incense route, facilitating northward expansion towards central and

northern regions of the Arabian Peninsula.
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